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General Instructions : 

    (i)  This question paper is divided into four 

Sections : A, B, C and D.  

 (ii) All questions are compulsory. 

    (iii) Attempt all the parts of a question together. 

    (iv) Stick to the word limit wherever prescribed. 

SECTION – A 

   (Unseen Comprehension)   

  1. Read  the passage given below and answer the 

questions that follow :  

  Cheating in examinations is a major defect of 

our educational system. The cheating has 

become so common that students consider it 

their birthright to use unfair means in the 

examination. The root cause of this evil lies in 

our schools. Short cuts have replaced hard 

labour. Guides and notes are encouraged in 

place of books. In all school exams, except the 

middle and matric examinations teachers show 

leniency to the students and pass most of them. 

Sometimes even the parents are at fault. They 
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get their undeserving wards promoted to higher 

class. Students don't cultivate the habit of self 

study and hard work. Then in the board 

examination students resort to copying. The 

teachers on duty encourage the students to use 

unfair means to pass the exam. The desire to 

show good results motivates them to adopt 

wrong methods. 

 Questions :  1 × 6 = 6  

 (i) What major defect our educational system 

has been pointed out in the given passage ? 

 (ii) Elaborate the root cause of this evil. 

 (iii) How are parents responsible  for this evil ? 

 (iv) Why do teachers encourage the students to 

use unfair means ? 

 (v) Which phrase in the passage means "to 

make use of " ? 

 (vi) Which things are encouraged in place of 

books ? 

OR 

  Language is a wonderful gift given to man. 

No animal possesses this gift, but they have 
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their own way of expressing themselves. When a 

rabbit sees an enemy it runs away into its hole. 

Its tail, which is white, bobs up and down as it 

runs. The other rabbits see it and they run too. 

They know that there is a danger. When a cobra 

is angry, it raises its hood and makes itself look 

fierce. This warns other animals. When a bee 

has found some food, it goes back to the hive. It 

cannot tell the other bees where the food is by 

speaking to them, but it does a kind of dance in 

the air. Some animals say things by making 

sounds. A dog barks when a stranger comes 

near. 

 Questions  : 1 × 6 = 6  

 (i) What is the gift possessed only by man and no 

other animals ? 

 (ii) How do other animals express themselves ? 

 (iii) How does a rabbit react when it sees an 

enemy ? 

 (iv) What does a cobra do when it is angry ? 

 (v) How does a bee tell the other bees about 

finding food ? 
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 (vi) How does a dog react when a stranger comes 

near ? 

SECTION – B 

   (Writing)  

  2. Write an application to the principal of your 

school requesting him to arrange for special 

classes for you and other weak students in 

Computer Science, English and Mathematics. 6 

OR 

 Write a letter to a firm of furniture, asking for 

quotation of prices for furniture and houses. 

Inquire also about the concession and 

commission given and credit facilities. 

  3. Write an application to the Regional Manager, 

State Bank of India of XYZ city, asking for a loan 

for further studies. You can write your name as 

Rahul of ABC City.   6 

OR 

 Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper 

highlighting the hardship caused by rising prices 

to the common people. 
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SECTION – C 

   (Grammar)  

  4. Do as directed any twelve of the following : 

    1 × 12 = 12  

 (a) Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the 

verb given in brackets :  

  (i) If you walk fast, you ………... (catch) the 

train. 

  (ii) My servant ………...  (leave) me two 

weeks ago. 

  (iii) Wood always ………...  (float) on water. 

  (iv) The sun ………...  (shine) when we went 

out. 

 (b) Fill in the blanks with correct prepositional 

phrases given in brackets : 

  (i) I cannot ………… with this kind of 

behaviour. (put on, put up, put off) 

  (ii) The green colour in our flag ……….. 

prosperity. 

(stand for, stand in, stand with) 

  (iii) We should not ………… money. 

(run after, run with, run for) 

  (iv) He …………. me yesterday. 

 (call in, call on, call off) 
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 (c) Combine the following pair of sentences : 

  (i) Suresh is intelligent. His brother is dull. 

  (ii) Gopal passed. His sister failed. 

  (iii) We visited Agra. We visited Mathura also. 

  (iv) I am tired. I have been working all day. 

 (d) Punctuate the following sentences using 

punctuation marks wherever necessary : 

  (i) i want a pen a pencil a book and a table 

  (ii) ram said sheela is my sister 

  (iii) delhi is 121 km from karnal 

  (iv) gandhi fought for india's freedom 

SECTION – D 

   (A : Prose Text )  

  5. Read the passage given below and answer the 

questions that follow :   

 The fiercely independent people of Coorg are 

possibly of Greek or Arabic descent. As one story 

goes, a part of Alexander's army moved South 

along the coast and settled here when return 

became impractical. These people married 
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amongst the locals and their culture is apparent 

in the martial traditions, marriage and religious 

rites, which are distinct from the Hindu 

mainstream. The theory of Arab origin draws 

support from the long black coat with an 

embroidered waist belt worn by Kodavus. Known 

as Kuppia, it resembles the Kuffia worn by the 

Arabs and the Kurds. 

 Questions  : 1 × 5 = 5  

 (i) What does the author say about the descent 

of the people of Coorg ? 

 (ii) Why did a part of Alexander's army settle 

here ? 

 (iii) Which things show that their culture is 

distinct from Hindu mainstream ? 

 (iv) What is so similar between the Kodavus and 

the Arabs ? 

 (v) Find a word from the passage which means 

"different". 
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OR 

 The days passed peacefully at Basra, but I 

dreaded the prospect of transporting Mij to 

England and to Camusfearna. The British airline 

to London would not fly animals, so I looked a 

flight to Paris on another airline and from there 

to London. The airline insisted that Mij should 

be packed into a box not more than eighteen 

inches square, to be carried on the floor at my 

feet. I had a box made, and an hour before we 

started I put Mij into the box so that he would 

become accustomed to it, and left for a hurried 

meal. 

 Questions  :      1 × 5 = 5 

 (i) What did the author dread ? 

 (ii) Why did the author book a flight to Paris 

instead of going direct to London ? 

 (iii) What did the airline insist on ? 

 (iv) When did the author put Mij into the   box ? 

 (v) Find a word from the passage which means 

"feared". 



 ( 10 ) 2802/(Set : C) 

2802/(Set : C) 

  6. Answer any one of the following in about 100 

words :       5 

 Bring out the humorous element in the play 

"The Proposal". 

OR 

 How did Buddha made Kisa Gautami realize that 

death is inevitable ? 

  7. Answer any two of the following questions in 

about 50 words each : 2 × 2 = 4 

 (i) When did the baker collect his bills ? What 

showed that the bakers were prosperous ? 

 (ii) What is Coorg famous for ? What is the best 

season to visit Coorg ? 

 (iii) What is the best season for the production of 

tea ? 

 (iv) Why does Valli refuse to look out of the 

window on her way back ? 

  8. Answer any three of the following questions in a 

sentence or two : 1 × 3 = 3 

 (i) How much money did Valli save for the bus 

ride ? 
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 (ii) What is the meaning of Buddha ? 

 (iii) Why did Lomov come to Chubukov's house ? 

 (iv) From where could Maxwell get an otter ? 

 (v) When did the baker come daily ? 

  9. Multiple Choice Questions :  1 × 3 = 3 

 (i) In which State of India is Coorg situated ? 

  (a) Karnataka (b) Goa 

  (c) Kerala (d) Tamil Nadu 

 (ii) Pranjol and Rajvir go to Assam by : 

  (a) air (b) train 

  (c) taxi (d) ship 

 (iii) Who ran out of home to fetch Lomov back ? 

  (a) Chubukov (b) Natalya 

  (c) a servant (d) None of the above 

SECTION – D 

(B : Poetry) 

10. Read the stanza given below and answer the 

questions that follow :  

 Belinda lived in a little white house, 

 With a little black kitten and a little grey mouse, 
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 And a little yellow dog and a little red wagon, 

 And a realio, trulio little pet dragon. 

 Questions :   1 × 5 = 5  

 (i) Where did Belinda live ? 

 (ii) What was the colour of the kitten ? 

 (iii) Apart from the kitten which other animals 

were living with her ? 

 (iv) Give a pair of rhyming words. 

 (v) Name the poem and the poet. 

OR 

 The smell of leaves and lichen 

 Still reaches like a voice into the rooms. 

 My head is full of whispers 

 Which tomorrow will be silent. 

 Questions :   1 × 5 = 5  

 (i) Where is the poetess sitting at present ? 

 (ii) Which smell is reaching her ? 

 (iii) What is her head full of ? 



 ( 13 ) 2802/(Set : C) 

2802/(Set : C)  P. T. O. 

 (iv) What will be silent tomorrow ? 

 (v) Name the poem and the poet. 

11. Answer any one of the following in about 50 

words :    4 

 What is the central idea of the poem "For Anne 

Gregory" ? 

OR 

 How does the poet make the fog like a living 

creature ? 

12. Answer any two of the following questions in a 

sentence or two :  1 × 2 = 2 

 (i) Why can't the birds sit and insects hide in 

"The Trees" ? 

 (ii) How does the fog move on ? 

 (iii) What name was given to Belinda's dragon ? 

 (iv) Why does Anne Gregory want to dye her  

hair ? 
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13. Multiple Choice Questions : 1 × 4 = 4 

 (i) Who is the poet of the poem "For Anne 

Gregory" ? 

  (a) Carl Sandburg 

  (b) Ogden Nash 

  (c) W. B. Yeats 

  (d) Adrienne Rich 

 (ii) What type of plants are mentioned in "The 

Trees" ? 

  (a) decorative plants 

  (b) painted plants 

  (c) both (a) & (b) 

  (d) None of the above 

 (iii) The fog's movement is : 

  (a) slow (b) fast 

  (c) normal  (d) none of these 

 (iv) The name of Belinda's little yellow dog was : 

  (a) Ink (b) Blink 

  (c) Mustard (d) Custard 
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SECTION – D 

(C : Supplementary Reader) 

14. Answer any one of the following in about 100 

words : 5  

 Describe the narrator's first visit to New Mullion. 

OR 

 Who is Think-Tank ? Why did he sent a manned 

spacecraft to Earth ? 

15. Answer any three of the following in about 50 

words each :   2 × 3 = 6 

 (i) What order does Think-Tank give noodle for 

escaping from Mars ? 

 (ii) What financial responsibility does a driver 

has ? 

 (iii) Does Bholi enjoy her first day at school ? 

 (iv) Why do you think Oliver Lutkins's neighbours 

were anxious to meet the lawyer ? 

 (v) Why does safe driving require a good  

attitude ? 
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16. Multiple Choice Questions : 1 × 4 = 4 

 (i) The narrator in "The Hack Driver" went to 

New Mullion by : 

  (a) bus (b) train 

  (c) plane (d) hack 

 (ii) How was the delivery man in New Mullion to 

the narrator ? 

  (a) friendly (b) haughty 

  (c) indifferent (d) cold 

 (iii) Who came to marry Bholi ? 

  (a) Bishamber Nath  

  (b) Hari Nath 

  (c) Pran Nath 

  (d) Deena Nath 

 (iv) Who was the captain of the spacecraft crew ? 

  (a) Think-Tank (b) Omega 

  (c) Iota  (d) Oop 
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