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Vidyadhan is a higher education scholarship program of the Sarojini Damodaran
Foundation (SDF), a part of the Shibulal Family Philanthropic Initiatives (SFPI). SDF
was set up by Kumari Shibulal and S. D. Shibulal (Co-founder and ex-CEO, Infosys) in
1999.

“Transforming lives through education” has been the guiding principle of SDF
Vidyadhan. Specifically, the program attempts to address the issue of high dropout rates
after class 10 by providing scholarships to meritorious students from economically
disadvantaged families till they complete graduation. It also provides students with
career guidance, mentoring and help with internships.

A new model of the program “Each One, Teach One” was started in 2016, making
the program scalable and self-sustainable covering more and more states in the country.
This new model brings together sponsors and needy students through the Vidyadhan
platform whereby a sponsor can directly transfer the required amount to the student in
the most transparent manner. “Each One, Teach One” enables each one of us to fulfill
our responsibility to give back to society and to make higher education accessible to all.

It is heartening that the Vidyadhan alumni have also increasingly started
sponsoring students in need, after becoming self-reliant, under a ‘“pay-it-forward”
initiative thereby adding to the energy and sustainability of the program.

The students are selected through a rigorous process after class 10, when they are
in class 11, and the scholarship continues till they graduate in a subject of their choice.
This scholarship with presence in 19 Indian states/UTs (Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Maharashtra, Goa, Gujarat, Odisha, Delhi,
Ladakh, Bihar and Jharkhand, Punjab, West Bengal, Himachal), aims to scale up to
100,000 scholarships covering all the states/UTs in India in the years to come.

Vidyadhan has been making an impact on multiple fronts. Vidyadhan girl students
have been breaking gender stereotypes by being providers for the family. A Vidyadhan
impact assessment by [IMKozhikode shows that the average first year salary of the
students was 3 times the scholarship amount; and in nearly all instances the families also
emerged out of poverty within 2 years of the students getting employed. Vidyadhan
alumni are today working as doctors; as engineers with reputed firms like TCS, Infosys,
Wipro, Volvo, Oracle, ICICI, Cognizant, Accenture, and Bosch; as Chartered
Accountants; agricultural scientists; and government servants including in the defence
forces. Till date, more than 41,000 scholarships have been provided under the program.

It is proposed to launch Vidyadhan- Haryana (Vidyadhan scholarship program in
Haryana) from 2024 to enable deserving students from the state to avail this scholarship.
As Vidyadhan looks to inform needy students from across the state, including those
residing in remote areas, about the scholarship, the support of Haryana Education
Department in spreading the word about the scholarship program, particularly among
students studying in government schools in class 11, would be of immense value.
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A Shibulal Family Philanthropic Initiative

Vidyadhan is a pan India higher education scholarship offered by Sarojini Damodaran Foundation
set up by Mrs. Kumari Shibulal (Managing Trustee) and Mr. SD Shibulal (Co-founder and former-CEO
Infosys). Vidyadhan has distributed over 41000 scholarships since its inception in 1999. There are
over 7700 scholars in Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Odisha, Delhi, Ladakh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal

Pradesh and Punjab.
VIDYADHAN SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 2024 FOR MERITORIOUS STUDENTS FROM
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED FAMILIES IS NOW OPEN
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For Inquires: vidyadhan.haryana@sdfoundationindia.com
Call: 9663517131 (Help Desk Number)
Apply Online:
Last Date :
SDF does't charge any fee for application/Test/Interview.

¢ Student who have passed 10th exam
in 2024 or studying in class 11th

* More than 80% or 8 CGPA marks in
class 10th ( 70% or 7 CGPA for
students with disability)

e Family annual income less than Rs.2
ELGH

SCHOLARSHIP TILL COMPLETION OF 12th AND GRADUATION BASED ON MERIT

Students will be selected after an online test and interview
Students can apply free of cost, and we have not authorized anybody else for selection

0 - B

10th Grade marksheet
Passport size photo

e Income certificate

Email ID in the name of student
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A Shibulal Family Philanthropic Initiative
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Vidyadhan is working towards breaking
the poverty cycle by enabling higher
education, training and mentoring for
India’s meritorious youth

To accomplish the vision of a progressive India, the country needs

outstanding talent, which in turn demands higher education.

While India has made commendable strides in this regard, it has
not been an equitable growth. For building a cohesive society,
the underserved youth, especially young women should be part

of the professional eco system through quality higher education.

27 27,

India’s Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) for higher education

Women in STEM jobs in India

VIDYADHAN STARS

From studying under street lamps
to a computer science engineer

After losing his father, Thimmanna and his brother were
supported by his mother who is a daily wage earner. He studied
under street lamps as their home did not have electricity.

Thimmanna scored 93% in class 10 and 91% in the class 12
examinations. With the Vidyadhan scholarship, he is currently

pursuing B. Tech. in Computer Science in Bangalore and now
is working as a Software Developer.

60% Girl students

87 % sTEM

7% Arts

Vidyadhan

Transforming lives through education

A Shibulal Family Philanthropic Initiative

Vidyadhan identifies high-potential
students who are unable to afford college
education. We match them with corporates
and developmental organisations for
sponsorship, training and mentoring.

The investment we undertake today in
higher education pays back the country
manifold in the short to medium term.

From needing support to being
an inspiration

Ishamol Shaji from a traditional family in Kerala overcame

the twin barriers of societal conservatism and familial economic
challenges to pursue her dream of studying abroad. She completed
Integrated BS-MS course from IISER, Trivandrum. She is currently
pursuing Ph.D. in the area of solid polymer electrolytes in Lithium
metal batteries at University of Mlnster, Germany. Isha is a strong
advocate of financial independence of women.

90% Students from rural areas

6% Commerce

OUR TRACK RECORD

41000+
Scholarships

25

YEARS

17

STATES/UTs

7700+
Students

225 Doctors

958 Engineers
450 (Professional
degree courses)

3225

ALUMNI



Sponsors are using the Vidyadhan
platform to bring in transformational
change at Zero Administrative Cost

ABOUT VIDYADHAN SPONSORSHIP

Vidyadhan provides opportunity to organizations and its
employees to transform lives of underserved and meritorious
students through

* Financial support
* Mentorship and training
* Internship and employment assistance

Our platform ensures the highest degree of governance and
transparency for our sponsors and aims to create a movement
where ‘each one teaches one.’

OUR SPONSORS

Vidyadhan was set up by the Shibulal Family Philanthropic
Initiatives in 1999 and opened to public sponsorship in 2015.

Several sponsors across India have since joined the movement.

Sponsorship amount ranges from Rs 15,000 to
75,000 per annum for the duration of the course

The Vidyadhan model has been
impactful on multiple fronts

OUR DIFFERENCE
e Zero administrative cost to the sponsor
* 100% of the money is transferred to the student

* Rigorous selection process: Test, Interview and
House visit to identify relevant students

* A technology-based, fully transparent,
scalable process

« Direct interaction with the student
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The Shibul

The Shibulal Family
Philanthropic Initiatives

Vidyadhan Alumni are working
with reputable organizations

3 times scholarship amount
X earned as first year's salary

100 Families out of
% poverty in 1-2 years

82 Felt increase in
% career potential

Volvo E&Y

Shell Dell

PwC HDFC

ICICI Accenture
TCS Armed Forces
Wipro Public Sector

Data: Vidyadhan Impact Assessment Report by IIM K

GET IN TOUCH. MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

M S Sriharsha, Manager, Sponsor Relations
+919177 11 0904

Help desk number - 966 351 7131
vidyadhan@sdfoundationindia.com
www.vidyadhan.org
www.linkedin.com/company/vidyadhan
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